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WELCOME!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend.  We are so excited that you are interested in our Youth program, and we look forward to sharing all of the wonderful opportunities available to you!  During the presentation, you will see some of the names of our community partners listed, along with their logos.  You can click on those logos to take you directly to the page of that partner.  We encourage you to spend some time on those partner pages to get familiar with the programs.  We are also going to discuss our youth focused Are You Ready workshops, where you will gain knowledge about job readiness skills.  Lets get started.



Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend offers Priority of Service to individuals who are:
• Veterans

• A person who served in the active military, naval, or air service under conditions other than 
dishonorable.

• Active services include full-time duty in the National Guard or a Reserve component, other than full-
time for training purposes.

• Current Foster Youth
• A youth, age 14 or older, who is receiving substitute care services under the managing 

conservatorship of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS), including youth 
residing in private foster homes, group homes, residential treatment centers, juvenile correctional 
institutions, and relative care; or

• Former Foster Youth
• A youth, up to 24 years of age, who formerly was under the managing conservatorship of DFPS until:

• A court transferred the conservatorship
• The youth was legally emancipated – the youth’s minority status was removed by a court; or
• The youth attained 18 years of age.
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PRIORITY OF SERVICE
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Veterans receive “Priority of Service” at all of our Workforce Solutions Career Centers!Helping veterans and their families enter or return to the nation’s workforce is our privilege. Whether you left the armed forces 10 days ago or 10 years ago, your employment needs receive our immediate attention.Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend thanks you for your service.Foster and former foster youth participants receive “Priority of Service” as well.  We recognize the importance of reaching out to and being available to the youth in our community.  The youth program provides priority of service to individuals who are currently in the foster care system, 14 years of age and older.  Priority of service also includes individuals up to 24 years of age, who were formerly in the foster care system.



Are you currently, or 
have you been in the 
foster care system?

Are you 16-24 years 
old?

Are you still in high 
school, or do you 

need help completing 
high school?

Have you been in the 
justice system 

(youth or adult)?
Are you homeless? Are you pregnant or 

parenting?
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Am I Eligible?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend uses many factors to determine if you are eligible for services.  Some of those elements include if you are currently in, transitioning out of, or were previously in the foster care system; if you are 16 to 24 years of age; if you are still in high school, or need help with completing high school; if you have been in the juvenile or adult justice system; if you are homeless, or if you are pregnant or a youth parent.  There are several other determining factors that a counselor can work through with you.
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The purpose of the youth program with Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend is to help you write goals and future plans, and celebrate you becoming a successful, self-sufficient young adult.  We will work with you to determine the best path to meet your goals, and ultimately support you with your long-term career achievements.



CAREER RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS
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What’s your dream in life?  Is it living in a particular part of town?  Is it a family?  Is it a specific career?In order to determine your career pathway and set goals for the future, we walk you through several websites that focus on self-evaluation, lifestyle choices, and career exploration.  We coach you through taking a career assessment, researching any further education or experience that may be necessary to obtain a position that interests you, building a resume, making that resume visible to multiple employers at once, and submitting applications for employment or school.  We encourage you to dream big!  Let us help you pave the way!

https://texasrealitycheck.com/
https://www.txinternshipchallenge.com/vosnet/Default.aspx
https://texascareercheck.com/
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://workforcesolutionscb.emsicc.com/?radius=50%20miles&region=78351


PAID INTERNSHIPS, WORK EXPERIENCE & INCENTIVES

• Paid and unpaid work experiences,
with academic and occupational
education.

• Youth program participants may be
eligible for monetary incentives, based
on successful completion of milestones,
pertaining to the activity.
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You know the best part about our YOU program?  The opportunities are unlimited!  We work with dozens of employers in the coastal bend region to set up paid and unpaid work experiences, meaning that you can get paid while you learn to do the job you’re learning about.  These can include summer employment, pre-apprenticeship programs, internships and on-the-job training opportunities.  This means you can actually get paid to learn!  And we pay for the things you need to get paid to learn!



FINANCIAL LITERACY/FINANCIAL AID GUIDANCE

• Budgets; checking & savings accounts

• Managing financial aid, grants, and
student loans

• Protecting your personal identity and
financial data
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A common challenge for adults, young or old, is financial knowledge.  Where do you keep your money?  Do you know where your money is spent?  How do you keep your personal information safe?  These are important questions that we can help you answer.  To become and stay self-sufficient, you have to effectively manage your money and resources until the next time you expect a paycheck, financial aid installment, or assistance payment.



TUTORING AND MENTORING
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From time to time, it may be helpful to collaborate with someone who is more of an expert in the field or who has been through the training programs that you are interested in.  We will introduce you to tutors and mentors who can help you navigate the waters of your employment goals.  The tutors and mentors are part of the supportive services we offer to you for free.
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ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
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At Workforce Solutions of Coastal Bend, we know that it takes partnerships in the community to meet the needs of our youth participants.  We can focus on alternative or non-traditional education, training, and work experience pathways to lead you to your career goals.  Some of the partners include Crossroads Education Service Center, which can lead you through the high school equivalency program; Coastal Bend College, Coastal Compass, Del Mar College and Craft Training and Vocational Center.  Once you meet with your youth counselor, they will provide a referral to the appropriate location.

https://crossroads.esc2.net/
https://www.ctccb.org/
https://www.delmar.edu/becoming-a-viking/index.html
http://coastalbend.edu/Future/
https://coastalcompass.org/


• Community & Service-Learning Projects
• Peer Mentoring & Tutoring
• Organizational & Teamwork Training
• Life Skills Training
• Civic Engagement Activities
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Some of the most successful people often started off with humble beginnings.  Building your community involvement, interactions with various like-minded groups, and learning more about the environment around you is what will propel you to the next level.  Leadership development opportunities that encourage responsibility, confidence, employability, self-determination, and other positive social behaviors are how we move from a humble beginning to precipice of greatness!
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LABOR MARKET INTELLIGENCE AND WORKSHOPS
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Remember earlier when we talked about your dream life?  Learning about the labor or job market is how you begin to realize those dreams into reality.  It is important to be smart about the career goals you have and determine whether the current market shows your career choice to be in demand.  That certainly doesn’t mean that you have to change your goals.  It simply means that you may have to make a detour and add an additional step before you get to the end result.  For example, your dream may be to own your own restaurant.  But, in the current market, opening a new business may not be successful.  In the meantime, you could gain experience in a hotel or restaurant kitchen or hospitality position.  These occupations will give you an insight to all of the positions that you would have to hire and train your own staff in the future.



TARGETED OCCUPATIONS LIST
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This list of targeted occupations shows a large number of the most sought-after jobs in the Coastal Bend region.  We categorize these jobs based on labor market information from the previous year.  Here you see careers in construction and industrial trades, business-related jobs such as accounting and executive assistants, as well as information technology.



TARGETED OCCUPATIONS LIST
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Continued here are targeted jobs in the fields of education, in all grade levels, health care positions from EMTs to paramedics and RNs, public service positions such as corrections and police officers, as well as careers in automotive technology and mechanics.
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SUPPORT SERVICES AND FOLLOW-UP GUIDANCE

• Child Care
• Transportation
• Work Related Expenses
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Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend wants to ensure your successful transition from school to secondary or post-secondary education to your career.  We know that this is a process, lasting longer than just a few months.  Once you are determined eligible for our Youth Services program, you become eligible for various support services.  Those services can include assistance with transportation, assistance with child-care and dependent care, assistance with housing, needs-related payments, as well as assistance with uniforms or appropriate work attire and work-related tools.  This assistance can also include books, fees, school supplies, and payments or fees for employment and training-related applications, tests, and certifications.We will celebrate your success when you’ve achieved your goal, and we will continue to provide guidance and support for an additional 12 months following your initial eligibility.
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Taking the first step is always the most difficult and can sometimes be fearful.  Having a strong support system gives you a place to start.  Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend is part of your support system, and we will do our best to make your dreams a reality.



JOB READINESS COURSES
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As mentioned earlier, we utilize several resources online to begin your career path.  We are also excited to introduce our job readiness program called Are You Ready.  Are You Ready is a multi-day program hosted by Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend training facilitators.  Each day, they will discuss various skills and techniques you can use when considering your dream career, setting yourself up for financial success, job searching, interviewing, and essentials skills you’ll need to keep your job.  The sessions are hosted online, webinar-style, where you will interact with the facilitators and peers.  These are at no cost to you!
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Connect With Us! 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING
THE YOU ORIENTATION!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We appreciate your time during this presentation.  Please click on the workforce link on the slide to contact us.  You can also contact us through Facebook or Instagram.  Just click on the links!  We will put you in touch with one of our youth career counselors to start you on your path to success!

https://form.jotform.com/WorkforceCB/you-start-here---follow-up-form
https://www.facebook.com/workforcesolutionscb/
https://twitter.com/WorkforceCB
https://www.linkedin.com/company/workforce-solutions-of-the-coastal-bend/
https://vimeo.com/workforcesolutionscb
https://www.youtube.com/user/workforcesolutionscb
https://www.snapchat.com/add/wfscb
https://www.instagram.com/wfscb/
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